Each low-power ARM core has limited resources, so the SpiNNaker engine uses no more than 90 kilowatts of electrical power.
F
urber and his team's research outlines a broader picture in which inexact computing-using less energy and power-could form the backbone of an emerging research and multidisciplinary application area. This topic is increasingly relevant in the context of sustainability and green computing. Their research also stimulates exploration of ways that the axioms of conventional machine design can be drastically changed to achieve different and very ambitious goals. Inspired by Furber and his colleagues, scientists might open themselves to new approaches in which creativity reshapes how computing systems are designed and implemented.
